The NYA Participation Newsletter February 2009
Please note that this is the final issue of The NYA Participation newsletter.  If you wish to carry on receiving up to date information about Hear by Right and the Participation Team at The NYA please subscribe to the HbR website feed.

Forthcoming events

Participation Works and The NYA are holding a series of events throughout England designed to answer participants’ questions about Hear by Right.  The events are free and open to all but attendees do need to have some awareness of Hear by Right.  

Participation Works have a programme of free training courses for Third Sector organisations that work with children and young people. The courses include Ready Steady Change and Building a Culture of Participation.
News
The National Body for Youth Leadership (NBYL) is a youth led programme designed to create and offer opportunities for young people to develop their leadership skills.  The National Youth Agency is the lead partner in the consortium selected by the DCSF to manage the NBYL and includes leading youth organisations; Changemakers, the Young Foundation, Princes Trust, British Youth Council, UK Youth Parliament and the Citizenship Foundation.  Press release
The DCSF has appointed a consortium of organisations, managed by The National Youth Agency, to look at how best to address the negative portrayals of young people in the media and re-focus public attention towards the positive contributions young people make. Through a feasibility study, taking place until April 2009, the consortium is looking at what kind of event or format would be the most compelling and effective way of addressing this. Part of this work includes a survey of practitioners and young people. For more information and to take part in the survey, visit the Celebrate Youth website
An evaluation of the effectiveness of the services provided by Participation Works is being undertaken by De Montfort University.  A survey is available that should take approximately 20 minutes to complete.  All replies will be confidential.  The evaluation team may contact a selection of organisations to arrange for in-depth conversations about their experience of accessing the services and support of Participation Works and its impact on the organisation and services offered. If you are happy to be contacted about this, please give your details at the end of the survey.  Please contact Jennie Fleming jfleming@dmu.ac.uk if you require any more information.
Resources
The NYA has produced two free downloadable listings for young people seeking funding to support positive activities and awards (either financial and prizes) in recognition of their involvement in positive activities.  
The NYA has produced a revised version of 'Supporting young people's voluntary action: resource list', to help those involved in managing or supporting young people’s voluntary action to identify resources to help improve practice.  It includes details of key organisations, volunteer management, involving and supporting young people and resources for practice.  
The NYA has published the latest in its series of Youth Action and Engagement case study sets. This set takes ‘young people led projects’ as its theme and features five projects and organisations using this approach to support volunteering activity. A limited number of paper copies are also available on request from Rita Kotecha
The Winter issue of Youth Policy Quarterly is now available from The NYA website.  It includes detailed summaries of the latest policy news and development.  Areas covered include the Young Inspector Service and measures to involve young people in their local areas and build community cohesion. 

The NYA online shop is now open.  The NYA is a major publisher of resources for those working with young people. Among the products listed in the shop are books on policy and practice, activity packs, posters, games, magazines and leaflets.

Participation Works has published a free new guide on ‘How to involve “hard to reach” children and young people’. It looks at why some children and young people might not make use of the education, services, organisations and activities that are on offer to them and offers practical ideas to get them involved. 
Hear by Right: standards for the active involvement of children and young people.

Children’s Trusts (Development programme funded by the DCSF)
As the final stage of the programme approaches work is continuing in order to collect all of the shared learning, practice and evidence from the participating Children and Young People’s Trusts.  The shared learning collected so far is available from the participating trusts entries on the HbR website.  Recent contributions include What’s Changing stories covering all seven standards from South Tyneside C&YPSP and a new What’s Changed story from Cornwall C&YPSP
Contact Lisa Souter for more information on this programme with children and young people trust arrangements.
Local Authorities
Investing in Portsmouth Children has been launched as a three way, three year partnership between Portsmouth’s Trust and City Council with The NYA and Investing in Children.  It is designed to build upon earlier successes in involving children and young people.  To find out about setting up a similar partnership to bring external validation to the impact of participation, contact Bill Badham (billb@nya.org.uk) or Liam Cairns (liam.cairns@durham.gov.uk).
Third Sector
The Participation Team has delivered a hands-on exploration of the Hear by Right framework for Women’s Aid workers. Scottish Women’s Aid, who organised the workshop hope that the use of Hear by Right will help Women’s Aid groups to review and develop their user-involvement structures.
What’s Changed for children and young people 
What’s Changed is The NYA’s tool for collecting good practice stories about children and young people’s participation which has resulted in tangible change according to the children and young people themselves. 
The What's Changed pages include an archive of stories, further information and the latest what’s changed stories.
If you have any stories that you would like to showcase through The NYA please contact Jackie O'Brien
Policy, Information and Research and Media Services
The NYA publish a number of newsletters covering a range of areas including health, volunteering and crime and youth justice. Subscribe here
Ruckus is The NYA’s online magazine for young people. It is written both for and with young people. Subscribe here
All of these services are free to subscribe.
Contact details for The NYA Participation Team are available here
