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Forthcoming events

Participation Works and The NYA are holding a series of events throughout England designed to answer participants’ questions about Hear by Right.  The events are free and open to all but attendees do need to have some awareness of Hear by Right.  

Participation Works have a programme of free training courses for Third Sector organisations that work with children and young people. The courses include Ready Steady Change and Building a Culture of Participation.
Resources
A booklet, produced by The NYA on behalf of Participation Works outlines some of the learning from the Participation Works Hear by Right workshops. It shows the what, why and how of participation directly from the views of community and voluntary sector colleagues who took part.
The reports from the 14 Young Researcher Network (YRN) research projects are now available to download.  They include reports from Have Your Say on how looked after children are involved in their review process and from GLUW on improving the lives of young people in care.
Participation Works have produced training resources to support practitioners to train young people aged 8 to 12 to participate in decision making.  Areas covered include recruitment and selection, facilitation and making change happen.  

Participation Works has published a new free guide on ‘How to involve children and young people in commissioning’. Looking at commissioning from a variety of perspectives, this ‘How To’ guide describes the different parts of the process and ways that children and young people can be supported to participate in all aspects of commissioning. 
A new report from The NYA looks at the lessons from recent capital investment in youth facilities. Sponsored by the DCSF, the report – ‘Investing in Youth Facilities: findings from recent experience’ - identifies current leading practice around the ten myplace principles. These include areas such as young people’s outcomes, young people’s active participation, accessibility, community cohesion and long-term viability.
Hear by Right: standards for the active involvement of children and young people.

Children’s Trusts (Development programme funded by the DCSF)
As the final stage of the programme approaches work is continuing in order to collect all of the shared learning, practice and evidence from the participating Children and Young People’s Trusts.  The shared learning collected so far is available from the participating trusts entries on the HbR website.  Recent contributions include Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea’s map and plan, a report and case study on the participation and empowerment of children and young people in the South East which includes both Gloucestershire and Devon’s C&YPSP and a needs assessment from Cornwall C&YPSP. 
Contact Lisa Souter for more information on this programme with children and young people trust arrangements.
Local Authorities
Gateshead Council has reflected on their use of HbR.  Their case study
shares learning around obtaining commitment from the Chief Executive and Leader of the Cabinet, embedding HbR through all management committees not just children and young people services and outlines the challenges that they faced.
Third Sector
Catch 22, formerly Rainer has reflected on their use of HbR.  Their case study
shares learning around the challenges that they faced, in particular in volunteer dominated services, provides advice for others and discusses their future plans.
What’s Changed for children and young people 
What’s Changed is The NYA’s tool for collecting good practice stories about children and young people’s participation which has resulted in tangible change according to the children and young people themselves. 
The What's Changed pages include an archive of stories, further information and the latest what’s changed stories.
If you have any stories that you would like to showcase through The NYA please contact Lisa Souter
Policy, Information and Research and Media Services
Participation News is The NYA’s electronic bulletin on children and young people’s participation published every two months. It includes information on policy, practice and research, funding and awards, events and training and resources. Subscribe here
Ruckus is The NYA’s online magazine for young people. It is written both for and with young people. Subscribe here
All of these services are free to subscribe.
Contact details for The NYA Participation Team are available here
