‘New Minds,

New Ideas,

New things.’

Consultation Report

October to November 2007

Purpose

The purpose of this report was to consult with children and young people to gain their views and opinions on how they can engage effectively with the Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership.

During October and November the Participation and Consultation team visited eight youth groups.  Young people from the Hear by Right young people’s steering group delivered some of these sessions and helped design the consultation methodology.

The groups who participated in the consultation are as follows:

· Children’s Fund - young reporters
·  Members of UK youth parliament Gloucestershire

·  MAD youth council – Cheltenham

·  Hear by Right young people’s steering group

·  Cirencester youth forum
·  Forest youth forum

·  Connexions – young people’s board

·  Gloucester Youth Movement (GYM) – Gloucester City Council

The consultation reached 59 young people aged between 12 and 18.  The consultation session plan is located in appendix one. 

The young people were asked two questions.

Give us reasons why the CYPSP board should consult with children and young people – why should we participate?

Each young person came up with four reasons why they should participate which are collated in appendix two.
What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

Each young person expressed eight methods on how they felt they could participate effectively, and subsequently asked to score these from one to ten, one being the least effective method.  The detailed score are also in the appendix (three)

The Findings

The Hear by Right steering group choose the following comments from the consultation results as the main reasons to answer the question. 

Why the CYPSP board should consult with children and young people – why should we participate?

‘Because we are the future’

‘Without being given small amounts of power at a young age, we will begin to become power hungry when we are old’

‘We are people too’
‘We want a choice, we need a voice’

‘We make up a large part of the community’

‘Our opinions count’

‘Because every issue affects young people’

‘We use the services, we are given’

‘We know best!’

We see things from a different perspective’

‘We know what happens when adults aren’t around’

‘Adults aren’t always right’

Summary Methods of Engagement

What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

Scores

	Existing youth groups
	366

	misc
	39

	Events/activities
	268

	Advertisement
	246

	Consultation
	243

	Councils
	236

	Websites
	208.5

	Schools council/shadow board
	208

	Votes/polls
	136

	Careers/misc
	54

	Total votes
	2004.5
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Conclusions

	Existing youth groups

	misc

	Events/activities

	Advertisement

	Consultation

	Councils

	Websites
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	Careers/misc


Recommendations

· The CYPSP support the Hear by Right Young peoples steering group to

Forest Youth Forum 

Why the CYPSP board should consult with children and young people – why should we participate?

	Have experience of life

	Because youths are well cool

	Because the future affects us more than adults!

	Because adults can't see things from young people's perspectives

	Our Future

	Gives Good Life Skills

	YP helps young people

	Young People are the future

	We're special

	Young People need their say

	Our opinions count

	We know best

	Its our future

	We're special

	Our opinions count

	Good life skills

	Different views from adults

	Shows different opinions

	Independence

	Future generation

	We R special

	R opinions count

	Its R future

	It’s a learning opportunity

	Good experience

	They are the future!

	Gives good life skills

	YP have valuable opinions

	New minds = New ideas = New things

	Youth make up a large part of the community

	Our future (we are the future)

	Decisions will affect us

	We are the major part of the community

	It affects us

	Gives us skills

	We have very good opinions, they count

	We have new ideas to bring to the area

	Because we make up a large part of the community

	Because our views matter as decisions will affect us

	We can stop things being stuck in a rut

	Skills

	We have good opinions

	We are part of the community

	It affects us


What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

	Campaign
	

	Conferences
	

	Consultations
	

	Do surveys around schools
	

	Gordon Brown
	

	Internet
	

	Leaflets
	

	Mark Harper
	

	ME
	

	Meetings
	

	Meetings with district council members
	

	More Youth Centres
	

	More Youth Centres
	

	MP of area
	

	Our MP or Council
	

	Play strategy
	

	Play strategy
	

	Police 
	

	Posters
	

	Presentations
	

	Questionnaires/surveys
	

	Representatives at our meetings
	

	School board
	

	School Council
	

	Shadow Board
	

	Student Governors
	

	Surveys
	

	Visits
	

	Website
	

	Young People act as representatives
	

	Young People’s conferences
	

	Youth Councils
	

	Youth Forum
	

	Youth Parliament member
	

	Youth Worker
	


Connexions Young Peoples Board

Reasons why CYPSP Board should consult us – Why we should participate?

	Only Young People Know Young People

	For a sense of importance

	To know why things are happening

	To feel involved within the community

	So that they wont be confused about their future

	Focus on need

	Have to "Law"

	Its Fun

	Because we have a voice

	Cuz we should be equal

	Cuz we know what young people want

	Cuz we are the future

	Decisions Affect Us

	To see what we think about


What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

	Advertisement

	Career Fair

	Connexions Shop

	Email

	Going to the streets

	Interviews

	Newspapers

	Open Meeting

	Parents should tell their Children

	Post

	Questionnaires

	School or College's career advisor

	SMS Text

	Telephone

	Through School

	Vote

	Website/ Website Survey

	Young Peoples Board


Hear by Right Young People’s Steering group

Reasons why CYPSP Board should consult us – Why we should participate?

	It’s the law (Article 12, UNCRC)

	We should have a say on things that effect us

	We see things from a different perspective

	Without being given small amounts of power at a young age,

we will begin to become power hungry when old



	Because every issue affects young people

	Because young people are the future

	Because things are more effective when the governed consent to

 be governed.

	Because young people can give input from a different perspective

	We have a different perspective

	Cos we are the future

	We use the services

	Because it affects us

	We see things from a different perspective

	Different affects on us and our opinions

	We are intelligent

	We use the services of what is given to us

	Because we are the future

	We see things from a different perspective

	Because we are also affected

	Empowerment

	To get us involved

	So we have an opinion in things that affect us

	To find out how young people see things

	To get our opinion

	We know best

	We are people too

	Decisions affect us

	See things from a different perspective


What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

	Campaigns

	Email

	E-mail

	Forums

	Going into Youth Centres

	Groups (e.g. HBR)

	HBR Chats

	HBR meetings

	Interview panel

	Local Forums

	Local Forums

	Making paper things

	Meetings, Conversations, Discussions

	Mystery Shopping

	Online forums

	Peer Education

	Polls

	Questionnaires

	School Councils

	Speak out events

	Surveys

	Telephone Calls

	U2US - Text Service

	Votes & Polls

	Website

	Word of mouth

	Youth parliament

	Youth representatives on adult panels


Members of UK Youth Parliament

Reasons why CYPSP Board should consult us – Why we should participate?

	Need a voice

	Need to know what is going on!

	To understand what the CYPSP is

	Have experience of life

	To give them a voice

	Have experience of Life

	To understand what the CYPSP is

	To help know their rights and responsibilities

	Show what affects young people

	Young People have opinions

	To let young people have a view on what affects them

	Know what young people want

	To understand what young people want

	Young People have opinions

	What young people need & not what people think young people need

	Give young people a choice

	We are relevant

	We are interested

	We are under-represented

	We have ideas 


What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

	Assemblies in Schools

	Consultation 

	Consultation with schools

	Email

	Forums

	Friends

	Hear by Right

	Internet/email

	Leaflets

	MYP's

	Newsletter

	One on one

	Polls

	Posters

	School

	School Councils

	Schools

	Social Groups

	Surveys

	The internet

	UKYP

	UKYP

	Workshops

	Youth Centres/youth clubs

	Youth Councils

	Youth Forum

	Youth groups 

	Youth Workers


Children’s Fund – Young Reporters

Reasons why CYPSP Board should consult us – Why we should participate?

	We will be in control of the world someday

	Cause we're cool

	Kids should be heard

	CYPSP Is a company about children

	So young people can have a say

	Kids will rule the world!! (Eventually)

	Adults aren't always right

	Because kids don't always know what kids want and kids do

	We have ideas

	Because kids have different points of view

	Kids should be heard


What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

	Adverts

	Balloons

	Conferences

	DVD's

	Email

	Forums

	Interviewing

	Join a project

	Leaflets

	Letter

	Meetings

	Newsletters

	Posters

	Public speaking

	Radio

	Schools council

	Speed Chatter

	Speed dating

	Talking to adults

	TV

	Visit important people

	Website


Cirencester Youth Council

Reasons why CYPSP Board should consult us – Why we should participate?

	To get young peoples ideas

	To stop us from being bored

	We know what opportunities we want

	To help us

	We know what we want

	To help us

	We know what happens when adults are not around

	We're the next generation

	The CYPSP get young peoples opinions on what happens when adults

 aren't there

	Any problems young people have, they can put them across

	Young people have different views than adults

	Young people know what opportunities they would like.

	Get your ideas and views

	Helps to plan to help us

	We know what opportunities we want

	We understand people our age better than adults

	Help with problems

	See want opportunities we want

	We know what happens when adults aren't around

	Get our views

	Because we are the next generation

	As you are doing things for us and we know what we want

	To help us

	We know what happens when adults aren't around


What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

	Activities

	Activities (11 million take over day)

	Cabinets

	Councillors

	Councils

	Email

	Officers

	Officers (the cabinet)

	Out of School activities

	Parents

	Phone

	Questionnaires

	Schools

	Youth Councils


GYM - Gloucester Youth Movement

Reasons why CYPSP Board should consult us – Why we should participate?

	Young people are the future

	Young People are portrayed as the problem so hold the solution

	Most funding is based around what there is for young people

	Young Peoples facilities are not used and we know why

	I've been at gym for 2 weeks

	They have to be nice to us

	We all have the right to express their views

	Schools should consult us to let us know

	We know what we want

	Its good to get everyone involved

	Our opinions are just as important

	They don't know what kids want

	Makes them feel involved (young people)

	You get a variety of opinions

	Voice your opinion

	Helps them get a better idea of what young people like

	Gives them a chance to say what they want

	Different points of view

	Positive relationships

	Childs perspective

	We know all up to date things

	Give an opinion

	Positive relationship

	We all have an opinion

	We all make a plan

	We have a voice don't waste it

	Childs perspective




What is the best way for us to engage with the CYPSP board – how can we participate effectively?

	Schools

	Big events

	Clubs

	Consultations @YP projects

	Discussions - children and adults have a view

	Events

	Games activities available

	GYM has a social network

	Key rings

	Leaflets

	Magazines

	Music

	Parents

	Phone calls

	Polls

	Posters

	Radio

	Schools

	Shops (food packaging)

	Special open days

	Texts

	Transport

	TV

	Visitors come in

	Websites - my space, Bebo, Facebook etc


MAD – Cheltenham Youth Council
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